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The first birthday of www.ramsdigital.com approached and departed on the 17th January, with little global press coverage or fortunately,
trumpet fanfair. The ‘surprise’ that I had hoped for will have to wait, so with the central news item of a special newsletter entangled in
complications and setbacks with the eternal stuggle of life commitment balancing acts it was put on hold... the postage challenge transformed
itself into a 5% cost increase. It was decided to absorb the rise into the operating budget, so as to keep the price for the collection as the best
digital alchemy library abroad. Anyhow, the lamp still burns, promotional cards are now included in the packaging to spread the news  and
newcomers remain excited by the online discovery of this project. So, again welcome to this humble newsletter. To better news...  

Podcast Quarter Series!
A new episode of AlchemyPod Quarterly Series has been made available. This issue is  a reading of Hans Nintzel’s “A French
Alchemical Romance and Adventure” written in 1986. It is a fascinating document in that it gives some insight into Hans’ personal
correspondance with his network of colleagues that composed the international community of alchemists in the 1980’s.
The adventure at that time was Hans’ attendance to an alchemical encampment of Filiation Solazaref held in France. One of the
understated central characters and the catalyst for this exploit was his pursuit of a privately published french alchemy book, “La
Introitus Lapide Philosophorum”. The book alleged contained techniques of becoming “in tune” with the matter  the alchemist works with
and how to make the vessels in the ‘correct shape’ so they will actually ‘work’ during an operation. Quite a typical chase for a book collector
and publisher... Interestingly, whilst Hans mentions a “Nathalie in Colorado,  a French translator” and that the “effort will probably
represent the last work I do with respect to alchemical translations”, the book never emerged as an english translation. - perhaps another
story for anybody that knows it, please email me if you are acquainted with the drama. As a personal chronicle it glows with home-
grown slang and private insights with a undercurrent of french culinary exposure.
R.A.M.S. during this year, 1986, witnessed the publication of  "Discourse on the Fountain of Philosophical Salt" Solinus Salztal, "The
Art of Spagyric Medicine" by John Pharamund Rhumelius containing: A Hermetic Compendium, A Chymical Antidote, & A Chymical
Therapeutics importantly translated from French by Leone Muller. , "An Old Alchemical Treatise", "The Last Will and Testament of Basil
Valentine", "Treatise on Metallic and Mineral Medicines" by Quercetanus.and "Correct Usage" An old german alchemical manuscript containing
various 'recipes'.  Translated by Christine Banerji.
The AlchemyPod Quarter Series will release a new issue each quarter with the newsletter. All the issues will be taken from texts in
the R.A.M.S. collection. The .mp3 file will be added to the library and remain available for download from the website or through
itunes.

News from the Archive
Paracelsus College located a R.A.M.S. copy of S. Bacstrom’s, M.D., “Compendium of Alchemical Tracts” and kindly hand scanned the
284 pages! A greatly appreciated contribution to the collection as a new .pdf file to reduce the size of the remaining mercurial titles. The
Compendium contains a collection of 20 short tracts: “The Work With the Butter of Antimony” , “Chemical Moonshine”,  “Alchemical
Aphorisms” (missing four pages), “Instructions respecting Antimonial Labours for the Sophic Mercury”, “Lully's Theory of the Philosophers
Fire Explained by G. Ripley”, “Process for the Lapis With Nitre & Salt”, “The Work of the Great Elixer“, “Joel Langelottus”, “Archidoxes
of Paracelsus”, “The Tincture of Antimony”, “Mr. Fords Letter anon.”, “American Adept”, “The Work with Wolfram “, “Tincture of Antimony
Roger Bacon”, “Basil Valentineís Process”, “The Work of the Jewish Rabbi”, “The Tincture from Nitre & Sulfur”, “Dr. Bacstroms Thought”,
“Conserva Fontinalis”, “The Mineral Gluten”, “Miriam the Prophetess”, “The Epistle of Arnoldus de Villa Nova to the King of Naples”,
“Neuman on Nitre”, “Hermetical Extracts from the Works of Becher”, “Sir Kenelm Digby’s Sal Enixum & Abbíe Rousseauís Primum Ens
Salis”and  “Curious Aphorisms concerning the Universal Salt of Nature.”
It is a curious text; whilst the title page states the publication date is 1977 which would place it as one of the earlier releases from R.A.M.S.
[the same year that "The Great Work of the Lapis Sophorum According to Lamspring's Process." also translated by Sigismond Bacstrom was
issued], other tract title pages mention 1980. Perhaps a subtle indication of time travel?

Paracelsus College Next Workshops.
Prima, A Seven Day Introduction to the Art and Science of Alchemy in Herbal Spagyrics and the Opus Minor.

From Monday 5th to Sunday 11th of May 2008 in Bendigo, Victoria, Australia

R.A.M.S. Digital supports the work of The Paracelsus College with every sale. We donate a small percentage of each purchase to aid the
education, research, practice and promtion of Alchemy. Thank you for making this donation possible.

For more information visit The Paraselsus College Website.

Next on the list...
Cont inuing the  pursuit of the remaining text to be scanned, and to create a readers feedback questionaire ...

Otherwise, to all readers of this simple newsletter I wish you success in your endeavours, enjoy the podcast and thank you for your
support. If you have read this newsletter and haven’t yet purchased a copy of the collection then do so immediately!
If you know someone that would be interested in the library collection please forward them the url: http://www.ramsdigital.com 

Kind regards,
Andrew Kettle.


